Antibodies to human leucocyte antigens indicate subpopulations of microglia in human retina.
Monoclonal antibodies to human leucocyte antigens, including anti-CD45 and anti-CD68, have been used to describe microglia in flatmounts of normal adult human retina for the first time. Anti-CD45 (the leucocyte common antigen) intensely labeled large numbers of cells in a regular distribution across the retina; anti-CD68 and anti-macrophage antibodies labeled fewer cells with distinctive morphologies, suggesting the presence of subpopulations of microglia in the human retina expressing leucocyte antigens.